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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 1-56 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



1. 



The amendment and written response filed on 3/13/2006 has been entered and 



considered. 



2. 



Claims 47-56 have been amended. 



3. 



Claims 57-58 were cancelled. 



4. 



Claims 1-56 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/13/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Nakai reference: 

Applicant argues the Nakai reference fails to teach features of an information processing 
apparatus having a first receiving means that receives information from a first scanning 
apparatus indicating the presence of a forgery-preventing function in the first scanning apparatus, 
and that information from a second scanning apparatus indicating the absence of a forgery- 
preventing function in the scanning apparatus. Additionally, applicant contends the Nakai 
reference does not teach the feature of having a second receiving means that receives information 
from a first printing apparatus indicating the presence of a forgery-preventing function in the first 
printing apparatus, and that receives information from a second printing apparatus indicating the 
absence of a forgery-preventing function in the second printing apparatus. 

Upon further review of specification and in light applicant's arguments, the examiner 
respectfully disagrees as follows: the Nakai reference teaches copying machine 93 as the claimed 
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an image processing apparatus in a copying network system. The copying machine 93 includes 
the claimed first receiving means, second receiving means and controlling means. The first 
receiving means and the second receiving means are the communication interface 93a of the 
copying machine 93, column 35, line 4 because copying machine 93 are connected with other 
copying machines 91 and 92. The first receiving means receives information from copying 
machine 91 and copying machine 92. Copying machine 91 does not have a specimen image 
judging section, the claimed forgery-preventing function, column 32, lines 20-21. Copying 
machine 92 includes a simple copy-prohibited specimen image judging means, column 33, lines 
45-46. The examiner notes since each copying machine contains a scanner and a printer. 
Therefore, the scanner of copying machine 92 is the claimed first scanning apparatus with a 
forgery-preventing function. The scanner of copying machine 91 is the second scanning 
apparatus with no forgery-preventing function. The printer of copying machine 92 is the first 
printing apparatus with forgery-preventing function. The printer of copying machine 91 is the 
second printing apparatus without forgery-preventing function. When copying machines 91, 92 
and 93 are connected as a network, the copying machine 93 receives information about the other 
copying machines 91 and 92 about their specimen image judging capability. Therefore, in the 
event of copying machine 91 scans an image, but unable to print it due to lack of specimen 
image judging means, for example, copying machine 91 does not have printing center marks as 
described at column 31, lines 11-18, copying machine 93 is capable to route the image to 
copying machine 92 for printing, column 38, lines 40-45, which is the claimed "controlling 
means" for processing image data from one of the first or second scanning apparatus to send the 
received image data to one of the first or second printing apparatus based on the information 
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received by the first receiving means and the information received by the second receiving 
means. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakai et al (U.S. 

Patent No. 5,909,602). 

a. Referring to Claim 1, Nakai discloses an image processing apparatus comprising: 
first receiving means that receives information from a first scanning apparatus 
indicating the presence of a forgery-preventing function in the first scanning 
apparatus, and receiving information from a second scanning apparatus indicating 
the absence of a forgery-preventing function in the second scanning apparatus; 
second receiving means that receives information from a first printing apparatus 
indicating the presence of a forgery-preventing function in the first printing 
apparatus, and receiving information from a second printing apparatus indicating 
the absence of a forgery-preventing function in the second printing apparatus; and 
controlling means that controls processing of image data received from one of the 
first or second scanning apparatuses to second the received image data to one of 
the first or second printing apparatuses based on the information received by the 
first receiving means and the information received by the second receiving means 
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(the Nakai reference teaches copying machine 93 as the claimed an image 
processing apparatus in a copying network system. The copying machine 93 
includes the claimed first receiving means, second receiving means and 
controlling means. The first receiving means and the second receiving means are 
the communication interface 93a of the copying machine 93, column 35, line 4 
because copying machine 93 are connected with other copying machines 91 and 
92. The first receiving means receives information from copying machine 91 and 
copying machine 92. Copying machine 91 does not have a specimen image 
judging section, the claimed forgery-preventing function, column 32, lines 20-21. 
Copying machine 92 includes a simple copy-prohibited specimen image judging 
means, column 33, lines 45-46. The examiner notes since each copying machine 
contains a scanner and a printer. Therefore, the scanner of copying machine 92 is 
the claimed first scanning apparatus with a forgery-preventing function. The 
scanner of copying machine 91 is the second scanning apparatus with no forgery- 
preventing function. The printer of copying machine 92 is the first printing 
apparatus with forgery-preventing function. The printer of copying machine 91 is 
the second printing apparatus without forgery-preventing function. When copying 
machines 91, 92 and 93 are connected as a network, the copying machine 93 
receives information about the other copying machines 91 and 92 about their 
specimen image judging capability. Therefore, in the event of copying machine 
91 scans an image, but unable to print it due to lack of specimen image judging 
means, for example, copying machine 91 does not have printing center marks as 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 5,42 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2624 

described at column 31, lines 11-18, copying machine 93 is capable to route the 
image to copying machine 92 for printing, column 38, lines 40-45). 

b. Referring to Claim 2, Nakai discloses wherein said controlling means sends image 
data received from the second scanning apparatus, which does not have a forgery- 
preventing function, to the first printing apparatus, which does have a forgery- 
preventing function (see explanation in Claim 1). 

c. Referring to Claim 3, Nakai discloses notifying means that notifies a user by a 
warning when the forgery-preventing function of the first scanning apparatus and 
the forgery preventing function of the first printing apparatus judges that the 
image data is data of a specific image (column 32, lines 66-67 and column 33 line 
1 and lines 8-9; note the specific image is paper money column 21, line 15). 

d. Referring to Claim 4, Nakai discloses wherein the data of the specific image is 
information expressing a specific pattern or a digital watermark (note paper 
money contains a specific pattern or a watermark). 

e. Referring to Claim 5, Nakai discloses wherein the first receiving means and the 
second receiving means receive the information form the first and second 
scanning apparatuses and from the first and second printing apparatuses when the 
image processing apparatus turns on (the copying machines are connected as a 
network, the existence and functionalities of the copying machines are known to 
others when they are turned on). 

f. Referring to Claim 6, Nakai discloses wherein the first receiving means and the 
second receiving means receive information indicative of the presence or absence 
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of a forgery-preventing function when at least one of the first or second scanning 
apparatuses or the first or second printing apparatuses is changed (as explained 
before, the copying machines are connected as network, the change of the 
network topology will be known to the master copying machine like copying 
machine 93). 

g. Referring to Claim 7, Nakai discloses wherein the first receiving means and the 
second receiving means receive the information from the first and second 
scanning apparatuses when the first and second scanning apparatuses receive a 
scanning indication, or the first and second printing apparatuses receive a printing 
indication, form the image processing apparatus (the specimen image judging 
section of copying machine 93 functions when a user wants to print suspicious 
document, like paper money on one of the copying machines on the network). 

h. Referring to Claim 8, Nakai discloses wherein the first receiving means and the 
second receiving means receive information indicative of the presence or absence 
of a forgery-preventing function when a new scanning apparatus or a new printing 
apparatus is connected to the image processing apparatus via a network (see 
figure 41 for networking). 

i. Referring to Claim 9, Nakai discloses wherein the controlling means sends the 
image data received from the first scanning apparatus, which has a forgery- 
preventing function, to one of the first or second printing apparatuses according to 
a section by an operator of the image processing apparatus (the image is judged at 
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copying machine 93 and sent to a copying machine upon confirmation of the 
user). 

j. Referring to Claim 10, Nakai discloses wherein the controlling means sends a 
permission signal to the first scanning apparatus permitting the first scanning 
apparatus, which has a forgery-preventing function, to send image data directly to 
one of the first or second printing apparatuses as selected by an operator, if the 
forgery-preventing function of the first scanning apparatus judges the image data 
as data of a specific image (the image is permitted by the copying machine 93 to 
be sent to copying machine 92 to print out a visible image with a center mark as 
explained in claim 1). 

k. Referring to Claim 11, Nakai discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: first receiving means that receives information from a first scanning 
apparatus indicating the presence of a forgery-preventing function in the first 
scanning apparatus, and receiving information from a second scanning apparatus 
indicating the absence of a forgery-preventing function in the second scanning 
apparatus; second receiving means that receives information from a first printing 
apparatus indicating the presence of a forgery-preventing function in the first 
printing apparatus, and receiving information from a second printing apparatus 
indicating the absence of a forgery-preventing function in the second printing 
apparatus (see explanation in Claim 1 above); inputting means that inputs 
information related to a selected scanner apparatus for image scanning (column 
32, lines 60-67, column 33, lines 1-3, and column 34, lines 49-53. The level of the 
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specimen image judging means is selected by a user. The input means is shown in 
figure 16); and notifying means that notifies a user, based on the information 
received by the first receiving means, the information received by the second 
receiving means, and the information input by the input means, of at least one 
available printing apparatus for which image data can be sent to for printing 
(column 38, lines 42-45, the user has the final say on which printer to be used for 
outputting the image, which means the user is notified). 

1. Referring to Claim 12, Nakai discloses wherein the notifying means notifies the 
user that the first printing apparatus, which has a forgery-preventing function, is 
an available printing apparatus if the selected scanning apparatus is the second 
scanning apparatus, which does not have a forgery-preventing function (column 
37, lines 58-65). 

m. With regard to Claim 13, see explanation of Claim 12. 

n. With regard to Claim 14, see explanation of Claim 3. 

o. With regard to Claim 1 5, see explanation of Claim 4. 

p. With regard to Claim 16, see explanation of Claim 5. 

q. With regard to Claim 1 7, see explanation of Claim 6. 

r. With regard to Claim 1 8, see explanation of Claim 7. 

s. With regard to Claim 19, see explanation of Claim 8. 

t. With regard to Claim 20, see explanation of Claim 9. 
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u. Referring to Claim 21, Nakai discloses wherein the notifying means further 
notifies the user of the specification information for the user to select a preferable 
scanning apparatus and printing apparatus (column 37, lines 58-65). 

v. With regard to Claim 22, see explanation in Claim 1 . 

w. With regard to Claim 23, see explanation in Claim 1. Note the copying machines 

are embedded with computer program to execute the steps recited in claim 1 . 
x. With regard to Claim 24, see explanation of Claim 1 1 . 

y. With regard to Claim 25, see explanation of Claim 11, Note the copying machines 
are embedded with computer program to execute the steps recited in claim 1 1 . 

z. With regard to Claim 26, see explanation in Claim 1. the interface unit is the 
communication interface unit in copying machine 93 that receives information 
from the other copying machines like 91 and 92 and the processor unit is control 
panel 90. 



aa. With regard to Claim 27, see explanation in Cla 
bb. With regard to Claim 28, see explanation in Cla 
cc. With regard to Claim 29, see explanation in Cla 
dd. With regard to Claim 30, see explanation in Cla 
ee. With regard to Claim 31, see explanation in Cla 
ff. With regard to Claim 32, see explanation in Cla 
gg. With regard to Claim 33, see explanation in Clai 
hh. With regard to Claim 34, see explanation in Cla 
ii. With regard to Claim 35, see explanation in Cla 



m 2. 
ml 
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jj. With regard to Claim 36, see explanation in Claim 1; and the claimed point and 

display units are shown in figures 12 and 16. 
kk. With regard to Claim 37, the user is formed through the LCD display which 

copying machine is selected for printing the image (column 37, lines 46-65). 
11. With regard to Claim 38, see explanation in Claim 2. 
mm. With regard to Claim 39, see explanation in Claim 3. 
nn. With regard to Claim 40, see explanation in Claim 4. 
oo. With regard to Claim 41, see explanation in Claim 5. 
pp. With regard to Claim 42, see explanation in Claim 6. 
qq. With regard to Claim 43, see explanation in Claim 7. 
rr. With regard to Claim 44, see explanation in Claim 8. 
ss. With regard to Claim 45, see explanation in Claim 9. 
tt. With regard to Claim 46, see explanation in Claim 10. 
uu. With regard to Claim 47, see explanation in Claim 1. 
w. With regard to Claim 48, see explanation in Claim 2. 
ww. With regard to Claim 49, see explanation in Claim 3. 
xx. With regard to Claim 50, see explanation in Claim 4. 
yy. With regard to Claim 51, see explanation in Claim 5. 
zz. With regard to Claim 52, see explanation in Claim 6. 
aaa. With regard to Claim 53, see explanation in Claim 7. 
bbb. With regard to Claim 54, see explanation in Claim 8. 
ccc. With regard to Claim 55, see explanation in Claim 10. 
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ddd. With regard to Claim 56, see explanation in Claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Y. Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-7393. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on (571)-272-7429. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 5,42 1 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2624 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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